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CONFIDENTIAL NOUAKCHOTT 2388 
E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR PBOR MR AG MO SS SP NL 

SUBJECT: SAHARA WATCH: SITUATION ALONG MAURITANIAN-SAHAAAN 
BORDER II 

REF: NOUAKCHOTT 2381 

1. TWNTY -FOUR YEAR OLD DUTCH GEOPHYSICIST DISAPPEARED 
SOMETIME AFTER MID-DYA NOVEMBER 15 FROM MAURITANIAN/ 
SAHARAN FRONTIER AREA, APPARENTLY KIDNAPPED BY GROUP 
OUT OF WESTERN SAHARA. DUTCH EXPERT WAS MEMBER OF 
SIX MAN FRENCH-DUTCH WATER RESOURCES TEAM ENGAGED IN FED 
(EUROPEAN DEVELOPMENT FUND) FINANCED PROJECT TO DOUBLE 
CAPACITY OF NOUADHIBOU MUNCIPAL WATER SUPPLY. EXPERT 
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(WHO HAD ONLY ARRIVED IN MAURITANIA SOME TEN DAYS 
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EARLIER) LEFT TEAM'S BASE CAMP AT BOU LANOUAR EARLY 
SATURDAY WITH THREE MAURITANIAN LABORERS IN LAND ROVER 
TO CARRY OUT DAY'S PROGRAM OF SEISMIC EXPLORATION FOR 
POTENTIAL WATER WELL SITES. (BOU LANOUAR LIES (I) JUST 
SOUTH OF NOROR (EX-MIFERMA) IRON ORE RAILROAD 
WHICH PARALLESL TWENTY-ONE DEGREES TWENTY MINUTES 
NORTH STRAIGHT LINE MAURITANIA-SAHARA FRONTIER AND (II) 

ABOUT 60 KILOMETERS INLAND EAST FROM ATLANTIC.) WHEN 
SEISMIC PARTY FAILED TO REAPPEAR LATE SATURDAY AFTERNOON. 

TEAM CHIEF DESPATCHED SEARCH PARTY. SEARCHERS FOLLOWED 
LAND ROVER TRACKS WEST AND NORTH TO POINT WHERE THEY 
CROSSED COMINOR SERVICE ROAD AND RAILROAD TRACKS, AND THUS 
ALSO FRONTIER INTO SAHARA. KILOMETER OR SO FARTHER ON 
INTO SPANISH TERRITORY SEARCHERS DISCOVERED (A) TWO 
ADDITIONAL SETS OF TRACKS CONVERGING ON INITIAL SET 
FROM TWO SEPARATE DIRECTIONS, AND (B) FOURTH SET, 

MUCH MORE DEEPLY TRACED, LEADING NORTHWARD FURTHER INTO 

SAHARA. THERE WERE NO TRACES OF LAND ROVER, PORTABLE 

RADIO EQUIPMENTOR PERSONAL GEAR AT INTERSECTION. SINCE 

DUTCH EXPERT WAS EXPERIENCED FIELD MAN THOROUGHLY CAPABLE OF READING 

DETAILED MAP HE HAD OF AREA AND TWO OF MAURITANIANS 

WERE LONG TIME AND KNOWLEDGEABLE RESIDENTS OF IMMEDIATE 

VICINITY, POSSIBILITY THAT SEISMIC PARTY GOT LOST IS 

TOTALLY DISCOUNTED BY TEAM CHIEF. 

2. TEAM CHIEF IMMEDIATELY DROVE TO NOUADHIBOU AND 
FLEW TO NOUAKCHOTT SUNDAY MORNING WHERE HE REPORTED 
SIAPPERANCE TO FRENCH EMBASSY AND CHIEF REPRESENTATIVE OF 
F.E.D. LATTER IMMEDIATELY NOTIFIED GIRM MINISTRIES OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS AND PLANNING AND DUTCH EMBASSY IN DAKAR. FOLLOWING 
MORNING FED CHIEF INFORMED GIRM HE HAD SUSPENDED WATER 
PROJECT INDEFINITELY AND WAS WITHDRAWING REMAINING 
PERSONNEL FROM AREA UNTIL MAURITANIAN GOVERNMENT 

WAS ABLE TO INSURE SECURITY OF FED TEAM. 

3. ONE HUNDRED HOURS AFTER DISAPPEARANCE OF FED SEISMIC 
PARTY (THAT IS, SUNDOWN NOVEMBER 19), 

(A) MAURITANIAN GOVERNMENT HAS INFORMED FED 

THAT IT IS "INVESTIGATING"; AND HAS SUPPRESSED ANY METION 
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OF DISAPPEAANCE IN LOCAL NEWS MEDIA; 

(B) MAURITANIAN ARMY HAS ARRIVED ON SCENE TO 

PROTECT FED TEAM, AND EXPLORATION WORK HAS BEEN RESUMED; 

(C) HONORARY DUTCH CONSUL IN NOUAKCHOTT HAS 
APPEARED OUT OF WOODWORK, AND HAS BELATEDLY TAKEN UP 
DISAPPEARANCE OF DUTCH NATIONAL WITH FOREIGN MINISTRY; 
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(D) DUTCH AMBASSADOR (WHO IS RESIDENT IN 

DAKAR BUT ACCREDITED TO MAURITANIA AS WELL) RELUCTANTLY 
RESPONDING TO INTENSE PRESKSRE MOUNTED ON DUTCH EMBASSY 
BY FED CHIEF HERE BY TELEPHONE AND VIA FED CHIEF IN 
SENEGAL, IS SCHEDULED TO ARRIVE TOMORROW NIGHT 
(NOVEMBER 20) BY PLANE TO ASSUME RESPONMIBILITY FOR 
DIRECTION OF DUTCH PROTECTION AND WELFARE 
EFFORT. (DESPITE FACT DISAPPEARANCE OF DUTCH 
NATIONAL HAS REPORTEDLY DOMINATED DUTCH PRESS 
FOR LAST THREE DAYS, FED DAKAR REPORTED THAT 
AMBASSADOR WAS UNWILLING SEND MEMBER EMBASSY 
STAFF TO NOUAKCHOTT UNTIL EXPLICITLY INSTRUCTED 
TO DO SO BY THE HAGUE.); AND 

(E) THERE IS STILL NO NEWS OF GEOPHYSICIST. 

4. AFTER EXAMINING EVIDENCE WITH FRENCH TEAM 
CHIEF AND FRENCH EMBASSY AND PROJECTING IT AGAINST 
CURRENT MANEUVERING ON SAHARA, CHIEF REPRESENTATIVE 
OF FED BELIEVES THAT "DISAPPEARANCE" WAS IN FACT 
KIDNAPPING BY POLISARIO CAREFULLY ORGANIZED WELL 
IN ADVANCE THROUGH ONE OR MORE MAURIH NIAN MEMBERS 
OF SEISMIC PARTY FOR PURPOSE OF OBTAINING A 
EUROPEAN HOSTAGE FOR USE IN FURTHERING POLISARIO 
POLITICAL GOALS. HE SPECULATES THAT DUTCH GEOPHYSICIST 
MAY ALREADY BE IN KNOWN POLISARIO ENCLAVE IN ALGERIA 
SOUTH OF TINDOUF, AND THAT HE MAY SURFACE IN A WEEK 
OR TWO IN POLISARIO-' LIBERATED" SAHARA OR IN ALGIERS PRESS 
CONFERENCE. 

FINALLY, AS ITALIAN NATIONAL EMPLOYED BY EUROPEAN 
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION, FED CHIEF IS RELIEVED 
AND DELIGHTED THAT THE BELATED APPEARANCE ON SCENE 
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OF DUTCH OFFICIALS PERMITS HIM TO WITHDRAW FROM MOST 
UNWELCOME ROLE OF SURROGATE DUTCH CONSULAR OFFICER.HANDY SIDE 
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